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Congratulations to a “T” Shipmate 
 
On October 30, 2011, Fred Bolz was 
installed as President of the Southeast 
Region of the Fleet Reserve Association.  
He was elected September 2011 at the 
Regional Convention in Chattanooga, TN.  
He was installed in Kansas City, MO at the 
FRA National Convention and will hold the 
position until the next national convention in 
Reno, NV in October of 2012. 
 
Frederick G.  Bolz entered the Navy Feb, 
1965, and took his Boot Training at Great 
Lakes, IL. Following his “Boots” he went to 
a number of duty stations, including the 
following - 
 
USS Tolovana (AO-64) Aug 1965 – April 
1969 SA to DC2c, Deck and Cargo Divs.  
 
INACTSHIPMAINTFAC Phil, PA June, 
1969 – June, 1971Inspections Dept. Rate 
change from DC2c to HT2c. 

 
July 1969 – July 1975 NAS, Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba Base Security, Crash Boats, 
Base Security (Duty C.O. - P.) Advanced to 
HT1c. 
 
August 1975 – August 1978 USS Fulton 
(AS-11) New London, CT.  R-1 Div. Shops 
11 and 26B. 
 
Sept 1978 – Sept. 1979, USS Direct (MSO 
430) Charleston, SC, Qualified ESWS, 
Qualified C.D.O. Advanced to HTC. 
 
Oct 1979 – Oct 1981, USS Canopus (AS-
34) NWS Charleston, SC, R-1 Div Shop 17, 
R – 6 Assistant Div Officer, Fire Marshall. 
 
Oct 1981 – Oct 1985, USS Alamogordo 
(ARDM-2) NWS, Charleston, SC.  Qualified 
Dockmaster, Command Senior Chief, 
Advanced to HTCS. 
 
October 1985 – July 1988, FMWTC 
Charleston, SC Instructor, Damage Control 
and Fire Fighting. 
 
July 1988 – July 1991, USS Alamogordo 
(ARDM-2) Advanced to HTCM, 



Dockmaster, Docking Officer, Command 
Master Chief. 
 
August 1991 – January 1993, USS Sierra 
(AD-18), Assistant R-1 Div. Officer, 
Assistant Safety Officer. 
 
Retired with twenty-eight years of service, 
January 31, 1993. 
 
After retirement, worked for Charleston 
County, SC first as a Detention Officer 
Sheriff’s Dept and as a Maintenance Tech II 
from March 1993 until retirement in Oct 
2008. 
 
Various civilian activities engaged: LT 
Goose Creek Rural Vol. Fire Dept., Member 
Berkeley County Rural Fire Control Board, 
Adopt-A-Highway project. 
 
Fraternal Organizations: V.F.W., American 
Legion, Fleet Reserve Association.  
Presently Regional President Southeast 
Fleet. 
 
Navy Medals: 
 
Navy Achievement Medal, Meritorious Unit 
(2), Battle “E” (6), Good Conduct (6), 
National Defense (2), Armed Forces 
Expeditionary Medal (Navy), Viet Nam 
Service (5), Southwest Asia Service Medal, 
Humanitarian Service Medal, Sea Service 
Deployment Ribbon, Viet Nam Campaign 
Medal, Expert Pistol with E 
 
Congratulations to Fred for his Naval and 
other achievements. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Joseph Kochis  

 
HAMILTON - Joseph Kochis died 
peacefully Saturday afternoon December 3, 
2011, at Marcus Daly Hospice following a 
short 9llness.  

 

 
Joseph Loring Kochis was born to Joseph 
and  Mary Kochis in Long Beach, California, 
October 20, 1927. His family moved often, 
while his father worked construction across 
southern California, eventually settling in 
Grass Valley where Joe graduated from 
high school.  
 
He enlisted in the navy for two tours of duty, 
at the end of WWII in 1945 aboard the 
destroyer escort USS Weber as a 
machinist, and in the Korean War on the oil 
tanker USS Tolovana. His family never tired 
of his stories about his extensive travels 
around the world.  
 
With the GI bill, he attended Placer Junior 
College and studied electronics and general 
studies. Soon afterwards he met his future 
wife, Shirley Price, at a St Patrick's Day 
dance and they married in 1952.  
 
For the next 12 years he worked at Western 
Regional Research Lab in Albany as a 
stationary engineer before accepting a 
transfer in 1965 to Rocky Mountain 
Laboratory in Hamilton. He always 
considered this move as one of the best 
decisions he ever made for his family and 
of course it was. He retired from the lab in 
1982.   
 



 
Joe thoroughly loved working on his farm 
and was known for his prize winning 
Gelbvieh bulls. He took great care of his 
animals and was recognized by the 
Bitterroot Humane Association in 1976 as  
rancher of the year. After retiring from the 
cattle business, he enjoyed his passions for 
photography, travelling, hiking in the 
beautiful Bitterroots, vegetable gardening, 
and in recent years became a  
regular at Canyon Gym. He took great 
pleasure sharing profits of his harvests with 
friends and family.  
 
Joe loved the valley and the people living in 
it. He had many valued friendships, with 
special warm regard for Lawrence and 
Peggy Haas. Joe didn't have a selfish bone 
in his body and was always there with a 
helping hand. Most notably, he was a 
recipient of the Carnegie award in 1968 for 
acts of heroism.  
 
Joe is survived by his wife Shirley, his son 
John, daughter Janet and her son Matthew, 
daughters Sandra and Joanne with her 
husband Dave, Paul, and their sons Alex 
and Jacob. He also leaves behind his 
beloved brother Robert Kochis, his sister-in-
law, Juanice, along with their children 
(Mike, Tim, Pete and Jill and their families) 
and finally, by his two canine companions, 
Oliver and Belle. 
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 Leroy Joseph, 
SKCS (Ret.) 
OOccttoobbeerr  2299,,  11991144  ttoo  
NNoovveemmbbeerr  2233,,  22001111  
  
LLeerrooyy  wwaass  bboorrnn  iinn  
WWiilllloowwss,,  CCAA,,  OOccttoobbeerr  
2299,,  11991144,,  ttoo  LLoouuiiss  BB..  
aanndd  MMaarryy  EE..  JJoosseepphh..    
HHee  mmoovveedd  ttoo  
RReeddddiinngg,,  CCAA  wwhheenn  
hhee  wwaass  aabboouutt  nniinnee  
yyeeaarrss  oolldd  aanndd  
eevveennttuuaallllyy  aatttteennddeedd  
SShhaassttaa  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll..    
HHee  lleefftt  sscchhooooll  pprriioorr  ttoo  
ggrraadduuaattiioonn  aanndd  bbeeggaann  wwoorrkkiinngg  aatt  aa  vvaarriieettyy  ooff  
jjoobbss::    bbeellllhhoopp//eelleevvaattoorr  ooppeerraattoorr  aatt  tthhee  LLoorreennzz  
HHootteell  ((RReeddddiinngg)),,  cchhaauuffffeerr  ffoorr  tthheenn  CCAA  ggoovveerrnnoorr  
JJaammeess  RRoollpphh,,  aanndd  tthheenn  jjooiinneedd  tthhee  CCCCCCss  iinn  
11993333..  
IInn  11993355,,  LLeerrooyy  jjooiinneedd  tthhee  NNaavvyy..    FFoolllloowwiinngg  bboooott  
ccaammpp,,  hhee  sseerrvveedd  oonn  tthhee  UUSSSS  TTaallbboott  DDDD111144,,  tthhee  
YYoorrkkttoowwnn,,  CCVV--55,,  aanndd  wwaass  ddiisscchhaarrggeedd  OOccttoobbeerr  
11993399  wwhheenn  hhiiss  mmootthheerr  ffeellll  iillll..    HHee  wwaass  rreeccaalllleedd  
bbyy  tthhee  NNaavvyy  iinn  eeaarrllyy  JJaannuuaarryy,,  11994422,,  hhaavviinngg  
bbeeeenn  ppuutt  oonn  aa  wwaaiittiinngg  lliisstt  ssiinnccee  DDeecceemmbbeerr  88tthh,,  
11994411..    HHee  mmaarrrriieedd  AAlliiccee  AA..  BBoosswweellll  iinn  
SSeepptteemmbbeerr,,  11994422..      
DDuurriinngg  WWWWIIII,,  hhee  wwaass  aa  SSttoorreekkeeeeppeerr  FFiirrsstt  CCllaassss  
aatt  FFoorrdd  IIssllaanndd,,  HHII  aanndd  SSaaiippaann,,  MMaarriiaannaass  IIss..    
WWhhiillee  oonn  SSaaiippaann,,  LLeerrooyy  wwaass  pprroommootteedd  ttoo  CChhiieeff  
PPeettttyy  OOffffiicceerr  aanndd  ppuutt  iinn  cchhaarrggee  ooff  112200  ssaaiilloorrss  
bbuuiillddiinngg  aa  NNaavvyy  ssuuppppllyy  ffaacciilliittyy  aafftteerr  tthhee  MMaarriinneess  
ttooookk  tthhee  iissllaanndd..    AAtt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  WWWWIIII,,  hhee  wwaass  
aammoonngg  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttoo  bbee  rreettuurrnneedd  ssttaatteessiiddee,,  wwhheerree  
hhee  wwaass  mmuusstteerreedd  oouutt  SSeepptteemmbbeerr,,  11994455..      
HHee  rreettuurrnneedd  ttoo  RReeddddiinngg  aanndd  bbeeggaann  wwoorrkkiinngg  ffoorr  
BBeerrtt  MMccDDoowweellll  WWhhoolleessaallee  GGrroocceerrss  uunnttiill  
JJaannuuaarryy,,  11995500..    HHee  wwaass  aaggaaiinn  rreeccaalllleedd,,  tthhiiss  
ttiimmee  ffoorr  tthhee  KKoorreeaann  ccoonnfflliicctt  aanndd  hhee  ddeecciiddeedd  ttoo  
rreemmaaiinn  oonn  aaccttiivvee  dduuttyy  ttoo  ccoommpplleettee  2200++  yyeeaarrss  
uunnttiill  rreettiirreemmeenntt..    HHiiss  dduuttyy  ssttaattiioonnss  dduurriinngg  tthhiiss  
ttiimmee  wweerree  UUSSSS  TToolloovvaannaa;;  FFlleeeett  SSoonnaarr  SScchhooooll,,  
SSaann  DDiieeggoo;;  FFlleeeett  UUnnddeerrwwaayy  TTrraaiinniinngg  UUnniitt,,  SSaann  
DDiieeggoo;;  CCoommNNaavv  MMaarriiaannaass,,  GGuuaamm;;  UUSS  NNaavvyy  
RReeccrruuiitteerrss  SScchhooooll  aanndd  RReeccrruuiittiinngg  DDuuttyy,,  LLooss  
AAnnggeelleess,,  CCAA;;  UUSSSS  CCaaccaappoonn  aanndd  aass  aa  ppaattiieenntt  iinn  
SSaann  DDiieeggoo  NNaavvaall  HHoossppiittaall..    HHee  rreettiirreedd  aass  aa  
SSeenniioorr  CChhiieeff  SSttoorreekkeeeeppeerr  iinn  JJuunnee,,  11996633  wwiitthh  hhiiss  
2200++  yyeeaarrss  NNaavvaall  SSeerrvviiccee..      
DDuurriinngg  hhiiss  ttoouurr  oonn  tthhee  UUSSSS  TToolloovvaannaa  iinn  11995500,,  
hhiiss  wwiiffee  aanndd  ssoonn,,  DDaallee  wweerree  lliivviinngg  iinn  RReeddddiinngg,,  
CCAA..    IItt  wwaass  hheerree  tthhaatt  DDaallee,,  aaggee  55½½,,  ccoonnttrraacctteedd  

aa  ffaattaall  ccaassee  ooff  bbuullbbaarr  ppoolliioo..    LLeerrooyy  wwaass  ggiivveenn  3300  
ddaayyss  eemmeerrggeennccyy  lleeaavvee..    AAtt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  lleeaavvee,,  
hhee  mmiisssseedd  tthhee  UUSSSS  TToolloovvaannaa  iinn  SSaasseebboo,,  JJaappaann  
bbyy  oonnee  ddaayy  aanndd  sseerrvveedd  oonn  tthhee  UUSSSS  CCoommssttoocckk  
aanndd  mmaaddee  tthhee  IInncchhoonn  llaannddiinngg..    HHee  rreettuurrnneedd  ttoo  
tthhee  TToolloovvaannaa  iinn  NNoorrffoollkk,,  VVAA,,  oonn  DDeecceemmbbeerr  2222,,  
11995500..  
HHee  wwoorrkkeedd  33  yyeeaarrss  aatt  NNAASSAA  AAmmeess  RReesseeaarrcchh  
CCeenntteerr,,  MMoouunnttaaiinn  VViieeww  aanndd  tthheenn  mmoovveedd  tthhee  
ffaammiillyy  ttoo  RReeddddiinngg  iinn  11996666..    HHee  wwaass  eemmppllooyyeedd  
bbyy  RReeddddiinngg  SScchhooooll  DDiissttrriicctt  uunnttiill  rreettiirreemmeenntt,,  
JJaannuuaarryy  11,,  11998800..  
LLeerrooyy  aanndd  AAlliiccee  ttrraavveelleedd  tteenn  yyeeaarrss  ttoowwiinngg  aa  
ttrraavveell  ttrraaiilleerr  mmoossttllyy  iinn  CCaannaaddaa  aanndd  tthhee  wweesstteerrnn  
UUSS..      
IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  hhiiss  wwiiffee,,  AAlliiccee,,  hhee  iiss  ssuurrvviivveedd  bbyy  
hhiiss  ddaauugghhtteerr  aanndd  ssoonn--iinn--llaaww,,  LLaauurriiee  aanndd  DDaann  
WWoooolleerryy,,  hhiiss  ttwwoo  ggrraannddddaauugghhtteerrss  aanndd  tthheeiirr  
hhuussbbaannddss,,  aanndd  oonnee  
ggrreeaatt  ggrraannddssoonn..  
AAtt  hhiiss  rreeqquueesstt,,  nnoo  ffoorrmmaall  sseerrvviicceess  wwiillll  bbee  hheelldd..    
AA  ggrraavveessiiddee  sseerrvviiccee  wwaass  hheelldd  oonn  DDeecceemmbbeerr  11sstt  
22001111..  
  
A  NOTE  OF  THANKS  FROM  ALICE  JOSEPHA NOTE OF THANKS FROM ALICE JOSEPH  
Thank you Shipmates     I personally want 
to say thank you to all the shipmates that 
sent  condolences by e-mail and postal 
mail.  Also many thanks to the ones that 
sent flowers, plants and moola.  I 
appreciate them all.  I will spend the cash 
on sending the newsletters to the 
shipmates that do not have e-mail.   
  
I just finished all the necessary paperwork 
to all the agencies that required that I do 
so.  It was no easy task as I had to wait for 
them to send the information to me that 
each one required.  We really thought we 
were prepared for all this but many snags 
arose.   
  
One agency that surprised us was the 
Social Security Administration.  They 
withheld Joe's last payment and sent it to 
me early in December.  When I took the 
required death notice to them they sat me 
down and explained they had neglected to 
include  my portion of my last small check.  
As we sat there they prepared a check for 
me.  I truly am impressed with their 



actions.  I just want all of you to know some 
government agencies in the field are very 
responsive and helpful. 
  
Again , I appreciate all the correspondence 
from a lot of you, especially the ones of my 
husband's time on board.  Everyone said 
such nice things about him.  He truly was 
remarkable and our 69 plus years together 
were one of love, fun, good and lean times 
and filled with a lot of surprises. I will 
always feel his presence and love for his 
family.  Thanks again, Alice Joseph 
    
An appeal for Sea stories and ‘this is 
your life’ stories for the quarterly 
newsletters 
 
Many of you have stories you love to tell 
your friends and family about your time 
aboard the Tolovana but writing them is 
difficult to do.  However, Skip needs you to 
write them for our newsletters.  Don’t worry 
about getting the story told in proper 
English or format.  They can/will be edited, 
with your permission of course, before 
publication. 
We need to be able to read the stories 
verbally told at the reunions which make the 
reunions so good. 
In addition, we need articles about your life 
after the Tolovana.  Some of you have 
made successful carriers and interesting life 
experiences that would be great to share, 
ones like the Fred Bolz story in this 
newsletter.  Too often we think no one 
would be interested in what we have done 
or accomplished after the Navy but that isn’t 
correct.  I have heard numerous life stories 
at reunions that are fascinating.  So let’s 
flood Skip with some stories for the Spring 
2012 newsletter    
 
2012 USS TOLOVANA REUNION   
 
Cousin Cecil told me, Howard, in a phone 
conversation the following re: the 2012 reunion. 
  
Cecil reports that he doesn’t have any details at this 
time to share in regards to the 2012 USS Tolovana 

reunion in Myrtle Beach NC at this time.  Cecil is 
now planning to have the reunion the last of 
September depending on when the hotel and other 
amenities rates are reduced for the winter season 
(Cecil says the water will still be warm enough to 
swim, snorkel, etc at that time)  Also, he wants to 
avoid a motorcycle gathering that is usually planned 
about this time of year. 
Cecil plans to get started on the reunion specifics 
after the first of the year and will have more 
information about the reunion to put in the Spring 
2012 newsletter. 
   
  
 
Skip Moore, F Div, 1951- 1953 
anchorman1@bellsouth.net 
 


